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Key Market Insights 

• The AI patent ownership gap has closed considerably – IBM still leads, but as recently as 2023 held more U.S. AI patents than Alphabet and Samsung combined. 

• Chinese entities, including Tencent, Baidu, and Zhejiang University, hold some of the largest AI patent portfolios globally, with most filings concentrated in China.  

• The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office clarified that AI-assisted inventions remain patent-eligible—AI is treated as a tool of the inventor, not a disqualifier.  

• AI-driven capital is concentrated in hard assets and infrastructure; investment in patenting remains marginal by comparison. 

• As AI matures, patent sales and infringement litigation are expected to rise as companies identify competitive risks and opportunities across industries. 
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PATENT MARKET OVERVIEW 

           Artificial Intelligence 2026 

Using traditional IP expertise combined with cutting-edge 

software to create tangible market value for clients 

Sources: Vitek IP; Innography; understandingai.org 


